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Beloved Brother JohannesonYour lefter of 12 June 2010 addressed to The Apostle: Administration (Durbanville) refers.
Given the allegations contained in the letter, and specifically those directed at Apostle Van Tonder
who is the Apostle responsible for administration in the District Western Cape, the letter has been
reviewed by the Apostolate. By direction of the Apostolate and on behalf of the Western Cape District
of the Church, we respond as follows:

1.

ln keeping with the principles of privacy and confidentiality and in the interests of good
practice, the Church does not discuss personal matters or disclose personal information
lelating to any of its members, officers or employees with third parties.

2. The Church, as you are aware, has a grievance procedure that affords individual

members the
opportunity to raise matters that they feel aggrieved by and this channel has in the past been
used with good effect.

3.

The Constitution of the Church and the Regulations issued in terms thereof do not make
provision for interaction with any person or entity that purports to or aspires to engage on
behalf of individual members or groupings of members. Members and officers meet on a
regular basis to worship and commune and they are able to individually and collectively
participate in a calendar of activities that provides for every week day as well as Sunday
involvement. ln the culture of free and open participation, ample opportunity is provided for
formal and informal interaction in the presence of officers of the Church.

4.

Despite the above and in an effort to respond meaningfully to some of the specific allegations
made by you, we advise as follows:

.

o
.

Two of the cases that you refer to constitute legal proceedings that were initiated by
the individuals against the Church. The third matter, it seem! from your letter, will
shortly also be initiated by the individual against the Church. Legal action by the
Church in the matters that you reference in your letter or some of your previous
writings was purely in response to litigation that was initiated by the parties in
question. ln these circumstances, and depending on the assessment of the merits of
legal proceedings launched against the Church, the Church is not only entitled but
obliged to defend and to protect its interests;

ln another case mentioned by you, a formal appeal was lodged to the Apostolate. lt
was considered by the fullApostolate and the outcome was made known to the
individual in question by the Secretary of the Apostolate;
Any decision by the Church to litigate in any way whatsoever is subject to the
approval of the full Apostolate and no action to initiate or defend litigation can be

taken by any individual or group of individuals;

.

.
5.

The Apostolate is resolute to take whatever steps are necessary to recover legal costs
that are awarded to the Church in court judgements. This willgo some way towards
ensuring that Church funds are not wasted in cases where the Church is compelled to
take legal action to protect its interests and order, or where individuals decide to
engage in legal action against the Church which is later proved to be unsubstantiated;
and

The Church has in the past offered its full support to law enforcement agencies that
wish to investigate any alleged breaches of the law by its officials and w]ll continue to
offer its support, including making available its own audit findings.

The Church practices proper and clean administration at all levels and the Apostolate
endorses a transparent approach in alltemporal matters. The Apostolate engages in reviews
of Church policy and practices on a sustained basis. Actions are also taken to ensure
compliance and there is no hesitation to adapt or implement change when and where
required. A point in case is the investment policy of the Church that applies universally to all
the Districts and Regions of The Old Apostolic Church (South Africa) and that is reviewed on a
regular basis.

6,

lt is a sincere desire and an ideal to amicably resolve matters that cause members to be
aggrieved. This is largely achieved in all spheres of the Church. lt is, however, unfortunate
that in some cases the efforts to mediate, resolve and reconcile are construed as actions
aimed at silencing complainants and of covering up inegularities.

We have been directed to inform you that the Apostolate of South Africa and District Head Offices as
well as Apostles individually will, in conformance with the provisions of paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of this
letter, refrain from engaging in any further written or verbal communication wittr you in any capacity in
which you claim to be speaking on behalf of any individual member or any group of members.
Yours sincerely

Apostle B Samuels
Copy: All memberc of the Apostolate of South Africa

