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P.O. Box 587,
Sanlamhof 7532

5 May 2010
The Apostle: Administration
The Old Apostolic Church

Private Bag X9
Durbanville

755L

Dear Apostle,
RE ECTION OF DEMOCRACY IN THE CHURCH BY THE APOSTTE

It has come to the notice of The FORUM that there appears to be a deliberate action by member (s) of
the Apostolate and the Fourfold Office to use the altar on Sundays to advocate a consistent antidemocracy stance as if to confirm that it is the official policy of The Old Apostolic Church. So far this
phenomenon seems to be confined to the area of jurisdiction of the Apostle van Tonder. lf this is an
erroneous interpretation of sermons to this effect, The FORUM stands to be corrected. However, proof
of incidents in this regard exists.

At a time when the Apostolate is being subjected to unprecedented intense petitioning (by

The
FORUM)for fundamental change, reform and transformation of the architecture of the administration of

the Church, it is no co-incidence that anti-democracy sentiments are now surfacing in statements
emanating from the altar on Sundays. ln stead of responding in a mature and professional manner to
representations made to Head Office in this regard, the privilege and sanctity of the altar seem to be
abused to influence congregants, not many of them being able (at this stage) to detect the connection
between the references to democracy and the looming crisis the Church is about to experience as a
result of increased public pressure for administrative reform and restructuring. Simply put, the
administration has adopted the wrong strategy to deal with an issue that has profound implications for
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the future of the Church. The reaction thusfar in this regard by the current administration in the
Western Cape, once again reinforces the view of The FORUM that the executive is not serving the best
interests of the Church. The problem cannot be wished away. lt is going to loom ever larger until the
stranglehold of authoritarianism and its attendant ills have been broken. The stage has incontrovertibly
been reached where the question is no longer whether reform and transformation are to be effected,
but when and how. Visionary leadership and a statesmanlike approach to dealing with thorny issues are
required at this juncture in the history of the Church.
As you

will no doubt agree that by straying into the minefield of political ideology it renders the

anointed of the Lord defenceless and, therefore, at the mercy of the sword of the secular. The passion
and conviction with which an officer of the stature of an Apostle conveys to an unsuspecting and
gullible congregation his opposition to the prospect of a democratic order in a church such as The Old
Apostolic Church borders onto the absurd, the immature and the irresponsible. lt is provocative,
politically insensitive and bound to incite public violence. A sensible person will not shout 'fire" in a
crowded theatre. ln the year 20L0, and in a society such as South Africa, this type of action resembles
the proverbial spark that is required to ignite the tinder box. An inability by the relevant officers to
conduct a competent and effective line of communication is all too evident. The "no commento or "do
not take notice of them" strategy is an error of judgment that invariably precipitates disaster and
ultimate defeat.
Not only do these utterances strike The FORUM as totally uncalled for but also incompatible with the
gospel of Christ which is the genesis of the apostle doctrine. Democracy is the buzzword of our age and
what civilized person would want to join a church where its leaders are openly espousing authoritarian
and archaic values and systems of governance? The first casualty of such irrational actions must be the

on Monday and Thursday evenings is being dealt a lethal blow. The calamitous
decline in the number of the monthly intake of new members throughout the Church is in part proof of
Evangelist whose task

the effects of a misguided administrative policy. And how does this negative trend justify the
continually expanding royal remuneration packages (out of hard-earned community contributions) of a
bloated Head Office bureaucracy? An immoral aspect of this issue is the fact that the person vested with

the highest office in the church rose from the same ranks as the

masses and when he reaches the

summit, then visits upon the same people a dictatorial regime funded by
with soul salvation, if at all.

them.

This has very little to do

"The Church is not a democracy''
The FORUM wishes to take this opportunity to point out to the administration the seriousness of this
development. As indicated previously, many of the policy directions of the current administration are
not sustainable and are diametrically opposed to the socio-political trend of not just the South African
society, but also of western {Christian) society to whose values and traditions all members of the
Apostolate subscribe. The Old Apostolic Church is rendered vulnerable when certain senior officers,
particularly older men, who aided and abetted a morally reprehensible pre-1994 political dispensation,
choose the altar on a Sunday to comment on political concepts they themselves evidently do not fully
understand; views that have been rejected by the civilized world as repugnant and antiquated. lt is
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common knowledge that the attitude and standard response by the Administration at Sonstraal Fleights
to this issue is: "the Church is not a democrac\/'. The FORUM finds this immature and simplistic
approach by the leadership regrettable and wish to challenge it by stating unequivocally that the
administrative order of The Old Apostolic Church is destined to acquire a truly democratic character in
the not too distant future and that it would come about even "over the proverbial dead bodies" of its
current detractors. To put it crudely, the attitude displayed by the current administration in this regard

can best be described as insular, shortsighted and detrimental

to

any prospect of growth and

development for the Church.

It should also be brought to the attention of the Apostolate that intrinsic to the social composition of
the members in the pews these days is the fact that they represent the entire South African political
spectrum - from the ANC Youth League on the far left to the most obscure hue of the far right. lt is
gradually developing into a more activist entity (especially among non-white congregations) which
should start to flex its muscles any day soon. Now, for an apostle and senior church officers to poison
one of the few remaining wells of goodwill {the church) left in South African society with ill-conceived
verbiage, warrants intense scrutiny of the motives and actions by leading members of the executive in
the Western Cape Region. Consequently, their level of understanding of big issues, as well as their
leadership capacity, should therefore be called into question.

Human rights
To boldly suggest in public that there is no room for democracy and human rights in the Old Apostolic
Church, presupposes that the administration of the Church is held hostage by an inhumane and
authoritarian regime. Since 1972, congregations of The Old Apostolic Church have witnessed the slow
undoing (by Head Office under leadership of the Apostolate) of whatever semblance of democratic
rights they have enjoyed as far as control of their own affairs are concerned. ln the year 20L0,
congregations are run by remote control from Head Office, with the status of members having
effectively been reduced to that of mere spectators. The fact that the altar now has to be used on a
Sunday to apprise members of how the Apostolate views administrative practice in 2010, proves to
what levels of authoritarianism and dictatorship Head Office has descended. lt is an understatement to
declare that the administiation of the Church ii out of step with modein goVeinance piactices as fai as
human relations are concerned. A keen observer of history would not be out of kilter if the deduction
were to be made that enough matter exists to start drawing comparisons between the architecture and
precepts of the administration of the High Priest Caiaphas (of New Testament fame) and that of the

current administration of the Church as far as adherence, interpretation and the enforcement of
statutes and ordinances are concerned - legalistic, harsh, uncompromising, with scant regard for human
consideration. And all this, while the masters (like Caiaphas and his side-kicks) treat themselves to a
royal lifestyle sustained by the financial contributions of the voiceless masses they are trying to keep
subjugated indefinitely.

lf the public comments about democracy and human rights by the Apostle van Tonder and

senior

officers of the Church do in fact represent official policy of The Oid Apostolic Church, then The FORUM
has to declare that the Church is headed in the wrong direction. On this issue, the Apostolate would
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then decidedly be on the wrong side of history. lt would be a policy that has not been tested among the
membership and therefore would not have a mandate from the majority, which comprises the hundreds
of thousands of members that are equal in human status to the men that occupy offlce in the Church.
The day the anointed officers of the Church decided to assume exclusive administrative (secular) control

of the Church as well, that was the day when they forfeited the privilege of being untouchable.
Therefore, The FORUM is entitled to concern itself with the governance of the Church. Democracy is
banging on the front door of the Church and will soon start threatening to break it down if there is no
positive response from within.

Liability
Although the relevant officers who read this document may dismiss its contents as an irritant, simply
because they are currently in a position to do so, they will still have to convince the man they daily see
in the mirror that they are not losing the war and that they are not morally bankrupt. The church
members they are supposed

to serve have been endowed with intelligence and inalienable, god-given

human rights; rights which Jesus himself recognized, propagated and for which he eventually paid the
ultimate price. However, systems come and systems go. And so shall the regime that presently rules
from Sonstraal iieights. The value of submissions such as this by The FORUM lies in the fact that it
establishes a paper trail that eventually will become part of the official record of the Church, a record
that will be worth its weight in gold as evidence in any formal court convened to try those liable for
crimes against humanity.
The FORUM is perturbed at the abovementioned turn of events and has undertaken to include

it in its
promote
to
reform and development in the Church. lt also wishes to avail itself of this
opportunity to appeal to the leadership of the Church to pursue a more constructive and resourceful
line of communication as far as the future of the administration of the Church is concerned. lf not,
negative developments such as these will continue to be utilized by The FORUM as building blocks for a
potential class act in defence of the best interests of the Church. However, The FORUM reserves the
right to pursue this matter down any of the various avenues provided by the constitution of the country.
mission

It is trusted that this type of rhetoric will herrceforth be expunged from the vocabulary of officers during
sermons and teachings and rather be left to occasions more conducive to public discourse over matters
temporal.

